Training overseas graduates in neonatal intensive care Neena Modi
Each year large numbers of medical graduates from the Indian subcontinent arrive in the UK seeking further training and experience in neonatal intensive care. Most of these doctors are certain that they wish ultimately to return to practice in their own country. How is British training perceived abroad and how well do the experiences of overseas doctors prepare them for practice on their return home? A recent visit to India through a British Paediatric Association/Heinz fellowship allowed some observations to be made.
Neonatal intensive care is a relatively new specialty and so Indian paediatricians tend to travel to Australia, the UK or to the United States, to further their experience. Increasingly, the United States is the favoured option, because of structured training and formal certification. The Royal College of Physicians' Overseas Doctors Training Scheme is regarded unfavourably because placements, certainly in neonatal paediatrics, are few and the prolonged period of uncertainty makes forward planning virtually impossible. Indeed, by raising expectations which are unlikely to be fulfilled, the scheme, in its present form, may be doing the image of British medical training more harm than good.
In the UK, the lack of formal training programmes means 
